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Seems like a long time ago fothat | had a freezing situation during the winter th

P R EZ me, but the June VHF contestsolved temporarily with insulation and heat tape.

is in the history books, and weNow was the time to get that resolved.
S EZ * have to look back and say we

" had agreat time. | hope you Upon return | retrieved the motor and put it back

can say the same. the tower which is now playing better than ever;

what motivated me to start the process was that
The mountain was totally different this year with n@otentiometer method, which keeps failing, need
trucks being used for operating. This is a first for imereplaced by the pulse counting method which
since I've been going to the mountain starting in more reliable and accurate. It took me two days

2002 when | first joined the club. We had 6 and Zigure out what was keeping this from working. T

the first trailer and the rest of the bands up througbwitch' is a magnetic sensor and it counts and s
24,192 MHz in the other trailer. back pulses every time a magnet passes. | was
getting erratic pulses shown clearly on the

We have lots of items on our list of improvementsoscilloscope at the control box when | had it out
for next year and we've already begun the procestheftower. Finally the answer came that the spa
making them happen. | am convinced that we hameeded to be 3/8 of an inch, and more important
a solid operating plan now and look forward to  the metal that held the sensor could NOT be ferr
leading the charge to making more contacts; manyaterial. Armed with this information | quickly

more contacts next year. | know of many contactabricated an aluminum holder for the sensor,

that we just didn't make that were entirely possible.paced it 3/ 80 away an
| am looking for someone to assist in the microwatesver returns precisely to where it needs to go o
trailer so | can work on the coordination of contactdmmand. The accuracy is to 1/17 of a degree,

o ® ~

next year. much better than needed. | am now a happy camper.

No sooner was the contest was over than | had torhe June Contest being the only big radio event
prepare and leave for our first RV vacation. Seerttsat month, lets move on to what's happening in
that my daughter and | made a deal that she coulduly. We have our annual Auction on July 16 at ¢
use my truck to tow their RV and | could use the R&gular meeting place, Ben Wilson Senior Cente
anytime | wanted. So we made our maiden voyagarminster. Come, bring your excess stuff and
to Cape May returning on July 2. A great time watenty of money to take advantage of the many
had by all. precious components and parts that will show up
the auction.
Before | left | had taken my motor and gear drive
from the tower to a local shop. Many of you knewAugust doesn't mess around this year. The first ¢
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MONDAY / TUESDAY NIGHT NETS

VHF/UHF Monday:

TIME FREQUENCY NET CONTROL

7:30 PM 50.145 MHz N3RG FM29ki, WA3QPX FM29di
8:00 PM  144.150 MHz N3ITT FN20kI

8:30 PM  222.125 MHz KB1JEY FN20je

8:30 PM  224.58R MHz W3GXB FN20jm

9:00 PM 432.110 MHz WB2RVX FM29mt

Microwave Tuesday:

7:3008: 30PM Coordinate QS0Ob6s on
for all Mi crowave bands youdd |

w4dex.com/uhfgso
Visit the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club at: www.packratvhf.com or
WWwW.w3ccx.com
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of the month is the UHF conteg
which you all know is my
favorite contest (mainly becaug
it only lasts 24 hours). Here's
hoping for good weather, man
rovers, many contacts and ple
of assistance. | know that this
more laid back contest will ma
full use of the new opportunitie
to make contacts with the use {
the spotting networks and the
chat pages.

We were connected in June o
the mountain, and | know of

circumstances when it made contacts, especially over

your gear ready and mark off your calendar for the first
days of August. Then come take a dip in the pool at the
of KB1JEY the following weekend (on Saturday) to cool
your operating heat from the UHF contest for our annual
Packrat Picnic. Folks start to gather around 2 PM and t
grill is going by 4 PM for some of the finest dishes arour

even some radio microwave conversation.
| can't end without urging you to register for the Confere
http://dataandwireless.com/

packrat/2015_vhf_registration.php

Get registered and lets talk on lots of bands,

njgh
using pingjockey to rouse up meteor scatter contacts. Gh}
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This is a must for good food, social interaction, and maype
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Editors Note

Special thanks this month to my XYL, Wendy, who proo
this issue in spite of the difficult side effects of
chemotherapy. She has been proofing Cheese Bits evel

fed

Yy

month since | 6ve been edi
efforts, always finds som
--Lenny W2BVH
144. 260 with net controll ers,
ike to work. Also setup Qb6s at
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TNX to K3JJZ & K3HUW
for the 180+ pictures used
to choose these!
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