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With May here,  itôs time for 

antenna work. I suppose when 

the rain is finished we can 

venture up the towers; but I'll 

have to finish my work in the 

radio room before I get to that 

kind of work. My plan was to 

be putting up a 144MHz LVA at this time, but that 

project will have to wait till I get back on the air. The 

newly finished radio room is now ready to receive 

equipment. One system at a time I will be putting the 

station back together again. With a finished room 

now, I am mourning the loss of my view of the 

rafters. 

 

I did have single bands working from a temporary 

location and was able to participate in the 222 and 

432 sprints last month. How did you do in that mini 

competition? They were fun. But nothing can 

compare to the fun more that 30 packrat members 

had at the Super Conference in Sterling VA. The 

prevailing comment was how good it was to see 

many folks that we only talk to on the air. This 

was the most attended VHF conference we've had on 

the east coast in my VHF lifetime. 

 

I met new friends, renewed old acquaintances, ate 

well and even learned lots of new VHF/Microwave 

concepts at this conference. This was an ARRL event 

and we had marvelous representation from league 

officials with the retiring CEO, Dave Sumner, K1ZZ 

giving the keynote speech at the Banquet. 

With one third of our club in attendance and many in 

attendance from NEWS and SEVHFS, we still had 

more non club members come to the conference; it 

was an event of a lifetime. Thanks so much for 

everyone's participation and assistance to pull this 

feat off. We'll have to do it again in a few years. 

 

From an ARRL event to our own club ARRL night in 

April:  We had a good time at our last meeting. We 

honored many with awards; and we have pictures to 

show for it. We had a presentation both from our 

local Section Manager as well as from our Division 

Vice Director. Thanks to Joe, W3JY  and Bob, K3RF 

for making our ARRL night a success. 

 

As far as May is concerned, the first two events are 

the last of the Spring Sprints, with the Microwave 

and then the Six Meter Sprint. I hope to work you on 

Six on the 14th of May starting at 7PM. 

 

For some of us May means Dayton and a trek to one 

of the longest running hamfests. My plan is to fill my 

wife's van and sell sell sell. This adventure of mine 

has revealed to me that I have too much stuff and 

Dayton is a great place to sell. The club has four 

spots and we will have plenty of Packrats in 

attendance to fill them. It's not too late to plan to go. 

 

On the last Saturday of the month, May 28, we will 

convene at the Packrat trailer just east of my property 

and make modifications to more readily 

accommodate the 222 and 432 stations. If you are 

available, let me know you are able to come and get 

the job done. 

 

Our focus is now on the ARRL June VHF Contest. I 

know you already have blocked off June 10-13, so 

now, as the time nears, what will you be doing on the 

mountain? We have two air conditioned trailers to 

operate from and plenty of good food to sustain us. 

PREZ 

    SEZ: 
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Come to the mountain and lets 

make the most of the tremendous 

elevation we have the privilege 

to use. 

 

Perhaps the most important thing 

you need to do before the June 

deadline, is to register your 

comments on the ARRL 

August UHF Contest. The 

contest will happen this year but 

it won't be sponsored by the 

league, but by a bunch of eager 

hams who want to see the 

activity happen this year as 

originally planned. We need to get all of our thoughts to the 

committee on how you want this contest to work. Send your 

comments and thoughts to:  vhf-input@arrl.org . I know 

lots of you have voiced opinions but they need to be sent to 

the committee working on consolidating the thoughts and 

making plans for the replacement contest starting in 2017. 

 

As I continue to rebuild my station; lets work on lots of 

bands 

Phil, K3TUF 
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VICE PRES:   WA2OMY, Gary Hitchner    talgarth@comcast.net 
CORR. SEC:  WA3EHD Jim Antonacci     jjantonacci@verizon.net  
SEC: KA3WXV George Altemus   ka3wxv@yahoo.com 
TREAS:  W3KM Dave Mascaro               w3km@verizon.net  
DIRECTORS:   
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FM29jw  Philadelphia, PA   
50.080 144.284  222.062  432.290  903.072  1296.264 2304.043  
3456.200 5760.195 10,368.034 MHz (as of 1/16) 
 
MONDAY / TUESDAY NIGHT NETS 
VHF/UHF Monday:  
TIME         FREQUENCY         NET CONTROL 
 7:30 PM       50.145   MHz          N3RG FM29ki Ray 
 8:00 PM     144.150   MHz          K3GNC FN20ja Jerome 
 8:30 PM     222.125   MHz          KB1JEY FN20je Michael 
 8:30 PM     224.58R  MHz          W3GXB FN20jm Bob 
 9:00 PM     432.110   MHz          WB2RVX FM29mt Mike 
Microwave Tuesday:  
7:30  Coordinate QSOôs on 144.260  for all Microwave bands youôd 
like to work. Also setup Qôs at w4dex.com/uhfqso  or Packrat Chat 
Page W3SZ.COM 
Visit the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club at: www.packratvhf.com or 
www.w3ccx.com 

Here is the current state of the completely rebuilt Radio Room after 
tearing out and replacing everything damaged by the flood. 

mailto:vhf-input@arrl.org
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2016 VHF 
Superconference 

Report  
 
 If you werenôt there, you missed a gem of a conference and get-together of many of the movers 
and shakers of the VHF-and-up amateur radio world. 
 
  It took over a year of major effort to plan, as the Northeast Weak Signal Group , the Packrats , 
the Grid Pirates  K8GP gang, and the Southeast VHF Society pulled together to create a 3-day 
weekend conference on April 14-16. It took place in Sterling, VA, just a stoneôs throw from Washington, 
DC and adjacent to Dulles International Airport. 
 
 It was a weekend of fun and sharing among the attendees, and although I donôt have an official 
count, we had  215 attendees pre-registered. In addition, there  were at least another dozen walk-ins at 
the door. The banquet served 240 or more. There were almost 30 Packrats in attendance, some with 
their spouses.  
 
 Food and drink were very inclusive. We had  buffets and beverage lunches as part  of the 
conference registration and breakfast was included with hotel room. 
 
 There was a vendor room with almost anything that you could want to buy, from new radios to 
KW SSPAs, Bird wattmeters and slugs, wires, connectors, relays and antennas. The Friday evening flea 
market had tables filled with goodies spread across two rooms. New and old gear, parts and test 
equipment were selling quite well. A few of us snagged some commercial 902MHz Yagis which were 
among the other goodies that were available. 
 
 The team of Terry, K8ZN and Marge K4MEP from Directive Systems were the central players in 
getting the hotel and arrangements squared away. Others involved in all phases of the weekend 
included Steve N2CEI, Mark K1MAP , Paul W1GHZ, Ron WZ1V, Phil K3TUF, and Rick K1DS. There 
was also assistance from 30 others who helped man the registration tables, do the auctions, purchase 
and set-up hospitality, assist as emcees, act as test-bench techs, and organizers of the family program 
and tours of the adjacent Udvar-Hazy Center (an annex of the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum) and Washington DC. 
 
 Most of us arrived on Thursday. Hospitality and registration opened at 7PM, in time to make a 
sandwich, grab some chicken wings, pop open an 807! Thatôs when the meet and greet began. I thought 
that I would see a number of new faces, but the vast majority of attendees were folks who have been to 
other VHF and microwave and EME conferences, so it was like old home weekend. The hotel was fully 
booked , as they had airline crews staying there and student groups who were on their spring trips. 
Despite the crowds, it was easy to get around and we had plenty of room for our attendees and 
activities. 
 
 Many thanks go to Greg Bonaguide from Rohde and Schwarz for again providing those 
superb pieces of test equipment to allow attendees to get the latest measurements of their ham gear. 
 
 Friday morning saw attendees up bright and early for the hot and cold breakfast buffetðjust 
about everyoneôs palate was satisfied. In addition, we had arranged with the hotel for unlimited liquid 
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refreshment for the duration, so there was coffee, tea, and soft drinks available for the weekend.  
 
 Registration was again up and running as well as an outdoor antenna range and testing run by 
Terry K8ZN and crew. Indoors, we had an EME forum, with Al Katz K2UYH giving several chapters of 
the EME experience, including how to get started on 1296 MHz EME with simple equipment . 
W3HMS and K1DS added some color commentary on their EME experiences. There seemed to be a 
number of EME experienced attendees in the audience who were willing to add their pointers, as well 
as many new to the idea who asked great questions. 
 
 There was a lunch buffet set up for the conference registrants, and following that, we had the 
official Conference Welcome from our hosts and emcees, N2CEI, K3TUF and W1GHZ. The dual 
track afternoon program started with ñContesting 101ðan Overview of the ARRLôs Contest Program,ò 
by the new ARRL Contest Director, Bart Janke W9JJ . He explained the goals of the contesting 
programs. In the next session, Kermit Carlson led the ñVHF and Above Contest Revitalization 
Forum,ò and also gave some insight as to the potential changes for the UHF contest in 2017. Then 
those who had paid and pre-registered for the Loop Yagi Workshop built one for their chosen band.  
 
 In the other track there were the following presentations: 

¶ Estimating Tropospheric Working Range on VHF and Above 
¶ Florida WSS Beacons 
¶ IF Triplexer and I2C Band Decoder (by Packrat President Phil K3TUF) 
¶ VHF Rover Revolution (by Packrat rover Rick K1DS) 
¶ FP5 Expedition 
¶ Ericsson 13cm Amplifier Conversion 
¶ The K5AND BBQ Announcement 

 

 The hospitality suites had more food and drink, so there was little need to go out for dinner for 
some of us. Others enjoyed the restaurant at the hotel and then almost everybody descended on the 
indoor flea market tables. 
 
 The Saturday schedule had a dual track for general presentations and also a day of VHF 
basics that included presentations on general VHF operations, VHF DX, filters, transverters (by our 
own Michael KB1JEY), satellite operations, EME, antenna spacing, contesting, sequencing, 
microwaves and digital operation. The general sessions included the following: 

¶ Future AMSAT Projects 
¶ One Day Polar Mount for EME 
¶ Tuning Filters the Right Way 
¶ The Arduino: Electronic Tinkertoy 
¶ The 2

nd
 Annual Microwave Gulf Outing 

¶ New Codes and Modes for VHF and Above Weak Signal (by Packrat Joe Taylor K1JT) 
¶ Setting New DX Records 
¶ 60 Foot Tilt Over Tower Project 
¶ Building the Super Rover 
 

 By 7PM, the crowd had gathered in the hallways for the banquet. Unfortunately, the food was 
not quite ready, so we enjoyed another 45 minutes of eyeball QSOs while the hotel made final 
preparation. At last we were all seated, led in an invocation, and while we enjoyed salads and bread, 
introductions were made, presentations for the VHF Sprints were given out and K3TUF and K1DS 
were able to present the Packrat Rover Recognition Plaques to K8ZN and K1RA for 2014 and to 
KK6MC for 2015. The various ARRL dignitaries in attendance were introduced and spoke briefly, and 
then it was time to present outgoing ARRL CEO Dave Sumner K1ZZ with a departing gift of an 
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engraved silver Jefferson cup. He accepted graciously, and spoke briefly of the challenges of 
maintaining our operating radio spectrum. He received a standing ovation from the crowd. 
 
 Dinner choices included beef, chicken and a vegetarian selection, and the meal was 
capped off with cheesecake or apple pie. There were two door prize tablesðone for conference 
and banquet registrants and the other for the non-conference XYL banquet attendees. There was 
just about enough to go around, with some of the top RF prizes including gift certificates from 
FLEX radio, DEMI and ARRL. There was a great assortment of cables, some antennas, 
construction parts and several useful reference texts. 
 
 For those who stayed over and were not heading out too early on Sunday, there was a nice 
tailgate session in the parking lot. The weather cooperated all weekend, and folks enjoyed the 
facility.  

 There is talk that we may have another VHF Superconference in a few years. Keep working 
on those projects, be active on the air, and be a contributor to future efforts.                      

73, Rick, K1DS  

EME Workshop 

Al, K2UYH led the workshop with help from K1DS & W3HMS 
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K8GP Super Rover 

K2EZ Rover 

Paul had plenty of ñShtuffò to offer 
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K3TUF, N2CEI and W1GHZ, our emcees 

K1DS discusses his EME experience 

N2CEI Steve and Sandra from DEMI 
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W3SZ at the helm of $100K+ Rohde & 
Schwarz test equipment W3HMS presentation 

K3TUF  topic IF Triplex and I2C Band Decoder 
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KB1VC  topic The Arduino An Electronic TinkerToy2 

K5QE   topic  FP5 DXpedition 

K4QF   One Day Polar Mount for EME 
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Dave, K1ZZ, ARRL CEO presented with a silver cup on his retirement 

SOLD!  El awards another 
auction item winner TNX K3JJZ & W3SZ 

for pix 
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April Meeting: ARRL Night & 

Awards Presentation  

Packrats 2016 Awards Presentation  

  1st  Place - Single Op High ï K3TUF ï Phil Theis ï 219,675    
  2nd Place - Single Op High ï WB2RVX ï Mike Gullo ï 162,064 
  1st Place ï Single Op Low - WA3NUF - Phil Miguelez ï 116,730 
  2nd Place ï Single Op Low ï W3SZ ï Roger Rehr ï 111,213 
  1st Place Multi Op ï N3NGE - Len Martin ï 496,386 
              With  K3EGE, K9PW, K1WHS, WA3WUL & K3DK  

  1ST Place Rover ï NN3Q/R ï Russ Lamm ï 96,448 
                                K3WGR ï Al Zimmerman  

  Most Improved Score ï K0BAK/R- Pete Kobak 
 
 

Rover Recognition Award  
 

    Rover Recognition Award 2015 ï KK6MC/R ï James Duffey 
                   

 
2016 Home Brew Contest  

  
       Best Construction ï 4 Band Switcher for Transverters 
                             W3GAD ï Doc Whitticar 
       Mechanical Innovation ï Ham 4 Elevation Control  
                              K2WB ï Ken Botterbrodt 
       Best Use of Technology ï 1x6 Switcher for Transverters 
                              K3TUF ï Phil Theis 
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Special Certificates  
Packrats Worked and Packrat QSOôs 

 
   Single Op-High  K3TUF   54 Worked   354 QSOôs 
   Single Op-Low   WA3NUF   56 Worked   299 QSOôs 
   Rover   K1DS/R   37 Worked    227 QSOôs 
   Multi-Op   N3NGE    65 Worked    441 QSOôs 
        With  K3EGE, K9PW, K1WHS, WA3WUL & K3DK  
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