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Setting Up WSJT-X for VHF Contest Use

 The following slides detail key preference settings that can impact the
performance of WSJT-X in a VHF contest mode.

* The logging software used by the station operator could potentially override
these settings. Since there are several different logging programs in use today,
the information in this presentation is strictly based on WSJT-x operation.



WSJT Can Be Your Friend or Your Worst Nightmare

« WSJT-X is a powerful contest tool — but only if you take the time to set it up
- More than eight Set-Up screens with multiple preference settings to select
- One configuration does not fit all applications!

 Avoid being the Problem Station
- Don’t be the one that calls stations they already worked multiple times during the contest
- Don’t be the one requesting signal reports when the exchange only requires grid squares
- Don’t be the one that ends the contact before receiving a confirming 73 message

* Which revision of WSJT-X should you use?

- WSJT-X Improved 3.0.0-rc1

» | atest release candidate — Lots of features for HF contesting, No VHF contest enhancements
wWSJT-X 2.7.0 Recommended

» GA Release Candidate — Contains all of the needed features for VHF contest applications



WSJT-X Setup Screen by Screen — Log Management

« Erase or rename old Logs
- ALL.txt

= Stores the entire receive log

= Can eat up a lot of memory if
not cleaned out occasionally

- wsjtx_log.adi
= Stores entire contact log

- Open log directory
= Access PC stored log files

= Allows you to rename and
save old logs if desired

|- Settings menu

o WEIT-X v27.0 byKUTetal - O X
File  Configuratons View Mode Decode Sawve Tools  Help

Open Ctrl+0 Rx Frequency

Open next in directory J oo® GD W E Hessage i

Decode remaining files in directory Shift+-6 - -

Delete all ‘.wavM_

Erase ALL.TXT

Erase wsjte_log.adi <€—

Erase WSPR hashtable

Reset Cabrillo log ...

Export Cabrillo log ...

Open log directory  q— . .

Settings... Erase | | Decode | Enable TX i i et ! ! Tune | Menus

But \ L ___-St IR % | Generate Std Msgs | Next  Now o

| H |[ DX Call ][ DX Grid ] II' o | O [mx1] -_
® [ | | [ 1001 23] _ | O [mz] |-
= | | O[] -
it | Lookup | Add [l Auto Seq [cainore  v] || — | O [[1x4 ] .
X 2025 Dec 16 | 4] O T |
o 20:11:00 | ©Llre
[Receving | [ Fra_ 1 | [ | 0/15 | wD:sm| .

= Configure user preferences

| have never found a way to erase the “Contest Log” pop-up other than manually.

- Does anyone have a solution?



WSJT-X Setup Screen by Screen — Log Directory

“ = « % |I * Miguelez Philip * AppData » Local » WSIT-X »

v|U)] | Search WSIT-X

o

[ # Quick access
3 Desktop
& Downloads
[ Documents
&= Pictures
1 ADILOGS
1 vhilog32
I vhilog32
1 vhflog32

& OneDrive

B This PC
P 3D Objects
[ Desktop
B Documents
¥ Downloads

16 items

% oW %

s}

ey

* Create new folders to store

old log data (Optional)

* Delete these text data files

Name Date madified Type Size

1 logs <— 7f5/2025 12:06 PM File falder

I save 9/9/2024 9:38 PM File folder

Al 1/13/2026 9:19 PM Text Document 135 KB
o) azel 12/19/2024 423 PM DATFIE 1KB
D dbasglite 10/25/2025 11:12 AM SQUITE File

<) Jt9_wisdom 1/13/2026 919 PM DAT kile

«) q65_decades 2/26{2024 853 PM DATFile

q65_decodes 10/25/2025 11:37 AM 11KB
) refspec DAT File 203 KB
[ timer.out OUT File 1K8
[ tsil3q 3QFile 1KB
ﬂ WSIT-X 111542026 340 PM Configuration settings 143 KB
wejtx 1/13/2026 %:11 PM Text Document 7KB
) wsjix_Jog 1/13/2026 9:11 PM ADI File 22KB
wsjbe_syslog 1/13/2026 9:19 PM Text Document 1,327 KB
o) wijbe_wisdom 11132026 9:19 PM DAT File 5KB

Eg

— and ADI file

« Wsjt will create new files on
startup or new contacts




WSJT-X Setup Screen by Screen — General Setup

Open
Open next in directory
Decode remaining files in directory

Delete all *.wav & *.c2 files in SaveDir
Erase ALL.TXT

Erase wsjtx_log.adi

Erase WSPR hashtable

Reset Cabrillo log ...

Export Cabrillo log ...

Open log directory

Settings...

Exit

File Configurations View Mode Decode Save

Ctrl+0

Shift+F6

@ settings

P

“« Add Call, Grid,
Saton Deta and Region (2)

My Call |WA3NUF | My Grid: |FN20KE | (] AutoGrid 1ARU Region: [Regi#fi2

Message generation for type 2 compound callsign holders: |Full call in Tx1 w ® Enable VH F
Features

Genera Radio Audio Tx Macros Reporting Frequencies Colors Advanced

Display

|:| Start new period decodes at top
Blank line between decoding periods
|:| Display distance in milas

» Set watchdog
timer

Tx messages to Rx frequency window
Show DXCC, grid, and warked-before status D Show principal prefix instead of country
|:| Highlight DX Call in message D Highlight DX Grid in message

Behavior
|:| Monjtor off at startup Enable VHF and submode features
Manitor returns to last used frequency D Allow Tx frequency changes while transmitting
Double-click on call sets Tx enable Single decode

|:| Digable Tx after sending 73 D Decode after EME delay
|:| Calling CQ forces Call 1st
|:| Alternate F1-F6 bindings Tx watchdog:

[] cw I after 73 Periodic CW ID Interval:



WSJT-X Setup Screen by Screen — Set up QSY App

 Click'on main screen view tab
Waterfal - Use Message Creator to set QSY MSG
. preferences
idﬂtss: z - Click on Enable Popups to allow popups
:::ﬂog - Click on QSY Monitor to enable monitor status box
s » Both sides of the contact must be using the
S Mode QSY App (Rev 2.7.0 or higher)
Eiﬁiiif“‘” T - Not always the case
__————— - Other station may be using an older Rev of WSJT




WSJT-X Setup Screen by Screen — Create Tx Macros

@ setinas * 7 e+ (Create a list of messages that can
. be selected for transmit using the
i TX 5 message box
so(zazr - Manual alternative to QSY App
——— - Contact station will see the msg even if

they are not using QSY App
- MSG must be max 13 characters
- Transmit MSG more than once
- Double click TX 5 to return to 73 msg

]
Decode Enable Tx Halt Tx Tune Menus
—
Pwir
= Generate Std Msgs Next  Now

0/15 WD:5m




WSJT-X Setup Screen by Screen — Setup PSK Reporting

° Settings

General Radio

Logging

Metwork Services

UDP Server

UDP Server:

Qutgoing interfaces:

Multicast TTL:

Server port number:

|:| Prompt me to log QS0

Audio Tx Macros Reporting

Log automatically (contesting only)
|:| Convert mode to RTTY
] dB reports to comments
|:| Clear DX call and grid after logging

Enable PSK Reporter Spotting

Frequencias Colors Advanced

[ ] Use TCP/IP connection

127.0.01

| |:| Accept UDP requests

UDP Server port number: |223?

-
-

|:| Notify on accepted UDP request

| loopback_0

hvs

1

‘| |:| Accepted UDP request restores window

Secondary UDP Server (deprecated)

|:| Enable logged contact ADIF broadcast

Server name or IP address: |12?.D.D.1

2333

_+ Enable auto logging
_+ Enable PSK Reporter

- Allows other stations to see their reception
report (and you to see how well you are being
heard at their location)

- Provides a quick visual of propagation and
signal strength




PSK Reporter Setup

C () https//www.pskreporter.info/pskmap.html A N o= e 9 ° h t‘t p S . / / WWW. p S k re p O rte r
On[20m  v| show[signals v/|[sentby  v|[thecallsign  v| |WA3NUF |using over the last 15 minutes v/ Display options Permalink i N fo / p S k ma p h tm I
Monitoring WA3NUF (last heard 0 mins ago). Automatic refresh in 5 minutes. 70 reception reports for WA3NUF are shown as times (show logbook). - -
There are 1456 active FT8 monitors: 1431 on 20m, 280 on 40m, 212 on 80m, 209 on 30m, 168 on 15m, , 128 on 60m, 120 on 10m, 120 on 160m, 63 on 12m, 20 on 600m, 8 on 6m, 8 on 2200m, 7 on 2m, . .
2.on11m, 1 on 70cm. Show all on all bands. Legend () Rea I tl m e Vl eW Of FT8

stations that are
hearing you

* Interfaces with WSJT to
allow stations to report
your signal strength

» Select show “signals,
sent by, the callsign”
?ﬂ:ﬁfﬁf \lzvngL?/f/.:n&l}:itﬂ;ates Loc EN52jg12 and yOU r call and FT8

Frequency: 14.076.343 MHz (20m), FT8, -21dB

Distance: 746 miles bearing 285° m 0 d e

Using: WSJT-X v2.7.1-devel i+

© OpenMapTiles © OpenStreetMap contributors o Re portS your Slg nal
"SKRE | strength and headings’

Statistics — Comments to Philip Gladstone — Online discussions — Reception records: 52,524,397 340 (232/sec) — Hosting by Fast Serv Networks, LLC


https://www.pskreporter.info/pskmap.html
https://www.pskreporter.info/pskmap.html
https://www.pskreporter.info/pskmap.html

PSK Reporter 222 Activity Night

On[1.25m  v| show|signals v |[sent/rcvd by v || the callsign v| |WA3NUF | using over the last

Display options Permalink ¢ M a ke S U re tO
Monitoring WA3NUF (last heard 10 mins ago). Automatic refresh in 4 minutes. Small markers are the 8 transmitters (show logbook) heard at WA3NUF (175 reports, 2 . “ ’

countries last 24 hours; 196 reports, 4 countries last week). CI |Ck G O afte r

There are 7 active FT8 monitors: 7 on 1.25m, 1on6m, 1 on 10m, 1 on 15m, 1 on 160m, 1 on 20m, 1 on 30m, 1 on 40m, 1 on 80m. Show all on all bands. Legend

setting up PSK

options

— Use last 15
minutes for
most activities

— Use longer time
periods for low
activity bands to
see a time
lapse record

.| Rx at Wed, 17 Dec 2025 00:37:14 GMT

| From WA3NUF by AA4Z7 in North Carolina, United States Loc EM96DF
| Frequency: 222.175.297 MHz (1.25m), FT8, -9dB

\_ | Distance: 449 miles bearing 234°

| Using: WSJT-X v2.7.0 b4f9a4 Jarmulton 11

g‘ﬂ Rig: N/A (DXLab)
t ) R © OpenMapTiles © OpenStreetMap contributors




Setup Frequency Offsets and XVTR L.O. Offsets

@ setngs © 1 « WSJT lists a number of regional

General Radio Audio Tx Macros Reporting Frequencies Colors Advanced

frequencies for the various WSJT
oo e S L  woTx Adaeaeny 7 X modes and bands

Waorking Freguencies

ARURegion Mode  Fredbency  Prefl oo o . - Not all modes are included for higher bands
Al MSK144 HEIET D(EDQEllrl-nli B ) ) .
Regon2 | qss 22170 000 Mz ) | Mode: A v - Calling frequencies for VHF and higher bands
A o ) i’e:”e";’*‘f‘“:z:m d |D | are also missing in many cases
All Echo (70cm) rererreda ror san oae:
- J— 432.065 000 I\Cdrl-nlz m Description: [ . . . . .
R e = |« Clicking on a regional band within the
M wsas  ommer | “Working Frequency” chart will provide
Station Information End: . . .
e i ___a popup allowing a new line item to be

2m -116.000 000 MHz

e | s e oncel created and inserted

70cm -404.000 000 MHz

33cm -874.000 000 MHz

» Clicking on the “Station Information”
@wsTx-Ad. 7 X chart will provide a popup that allows
S the XVTR IF frequency offset to be

Offset (MHz): |0 |

Antenna: | | Cancel added

A

Cancel - WSJT will now display 222.1 instead of 28.1 =



WSJT-X Setup Screen by Screen — Msg Color Scheme

Q© settings ?

General Radio Audio Tx Macros

Fregquencies Colors

Reporting Advanced

Decode Highlightling

[/] New Call on Band [f/g unset]

[ |New Continent on Band [£/g unset] E

[ |New CO Zone [£/g unset]

[ |New CcQ Zone on Band [f/g unset]
Transmitted message [f/g unset]

[ |New ITU zZone [f/g unset]
DNew ITU Zone on Band [£/g unset]

[ JNew DXcC on Band [f/g unset]

[ ]New Grid on Band [f/g unset]

[JNew call [£/g unset]
[

e T |

Reset Highlighting

D Highlight by Mode Rescan ADIF Log
D Only grid Fields sought
[] include extra WAE entities

Highlight also messages with 73 or RR73

Logbook of the World User Validation

Users CSV file URL: |http:J",fIat'.'u.arrl.urgu'lot'..'u—user—act'n.rit}f.cs-.r

Age of last upload less than: |365 days |5

CTY File Download

Fetch Now

CTY File Version: VER20250115 Download Latest CTY.dat

conca

_* Your call highlighted in RED within
the Activity window box when you
receive a call or response

___+ CQ’s from unworked stations

highlighted in light Blue

- Once logged any new CQ messages from
that station are displayed on a white
background (no highlight)

~= Your transmitted MSG highlighted in
Yellow within the RX window box

« Other color highlights can be
selected or added as desired

13



WSJT-X Setup Screen by Screen — Advanced Settings

Q Settings

General Radio Audio

Tx Macros

1T65 VHF/UHF/Microwave decoding parameters

Reporting

Random erasure patterns: |6

Aggressive decoding level: |D

X
Frequencies Colors Advanced
Miscellaneous
= | Degrade S/N of .wav file: |D.D dB = |/
—
= | Receier bandwidth: |2SUD Hz /

|:| Two-pass decoding

Special operating activity
() Fox
OTP  Key:
@ MA VHF
(C) EU WHF Contest
() Ww Digi Contest
() g65 Pileup

Tx delay:

Tone spaci

Waterfall spectra

() Low sidelobes

() Hound

) ARRL Field Day

O FT Roundup

Show OTP messa

(® Most sensitive

FD Exch:

FT RU Exch:

() ARRL Digi Contest

|:| CQ with individual contest name Contest name:

aes OTP URL: |https:/fwww.9dx.cc

1D EPA

ACC

Cancel

* Click the Special Operating Activity
box for VHF contest mode

— _ Select NA VHF for most 4-digit Grid Square

contest events

- Select EU/ VHF Contest for 6-digit Grid
Square contest events

 When the contest is over, deselect
the Special Operating Activity box to
return to standard signal report
messaging

14



Other Contest Hints

- 7 * < Hold the cursor over TX 4 msg box to change from
uTC dB DT Freq Me:::;&qauenw RR73 to RRR
- Always use RRR in a contest

- RR73 will cause the other station to assume the contact is
completed and not send his 73

- RRR will cause WSJT to respond with a 73 msg

- Click “TX 5" msg box and click “Enable Tx” box to manually send
73 msg

* Hold the cursor over the TX 5 msg box to change from
T3 msg to a Macro msg

Enable Tx Halt Tx Tune

]
1\ |g

=
2

Genera te Std Msgs

[z

<

CHONORONONONN-

0/15 WD:5m




THANK YOU
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