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Ham Radio activities are What a treat to see so well!!
P R EZ heating up with a Packrat
meeting and two conferences illVhat a great ARRL night at our April meeting. |
S EZ April, VHF Sprints, then feared that since some of our members had trave
* Dayton just a few short weeks early to the N.E.W.S. Conference that our attenda

the air when all of the hamfestover 50 in attendance as Dan Henderson spoke @
begin and activities abound. It's difficult to make it kmppenings at the League and encouraged nesith
everything, | know, as | was unable to make the out to bring in new young blood to our ranks A
NEWS conference this year; a first to miss in manghallenge facing every facet of our hobby.
years. So | made up for it by driving down to Congratulations as well to all of our award recipie
Charl otte, NC for the &iowlbbutlGe mthesissue c e . I t o
to hook up with the southern boys on occasion.

Now that wedve got gre

Changes are coming to DownEast Microwave. Theye you going to fix or improve? | need to fix my
will be shifting production for the lower four bands 144MHz EME array, but need to wait for my
to another supplier who has been buildingthemfos houl der t o heal a | it
some time now. Theyor e foovard to gettinng things gasng ontmlg B44MHe a
concentrate on what their name stands for: LVA: planning on 16 antennas on that band. It's tf
AMi crowaveo. Their f oc tbeadwandbdtter baodwolbkaowowill y&udead
above. With all of the trends in the RF industry goiaghew antenna system? Adding a bafnki2 is the
to ultra miniaturization, they introduced a new line tifne to get it done.
smaller products. Smaller preamps and smaller

line form factor. Like a board that has devices andthe attendance be up as they are predicting? Wha
filters that work on both 902 and 1296, you just setwill it be like to travel to a new venue? What will it
the jumper for the band you choose. be like to use job pom-sans instead of inside
plumbing? What will it be like to be cut off from th
I know how the trend to smaller has affected me, fleamarket for horse racing practice? Who is goin
having purchased a stereo microscope years ago Allaf these questions and more will be answered
NEWS Conference which has been collecting dustmonth as many of us travel to Xenia OH to see w
Now I find a device in some equipment with a micrid's all about. In the past we have used four
max 8 pin package and discover it's time for the continuous flea market spaces for the club, but
microscope. After making the effort to get it set upsomehow they never responded to our requests 3
and purchasing a light ring to make it effective, | the Packrat regulars were forced to get separate
discovered that | should have done this years agospaces once again. | know there were tremendou

after that. We know spring is inwould be down, but instead it was up. We had wel

transverters as well as other changes to the produéthat will the new Dayton Hamvention be like? Wal

Ied
\hce

1

n
«
j—

(¢

gd

— ) [(SEN )]
SRS
(7]

a

|

n

Cheese Bits May 2017 1



Pack Rats CHEESE BITS is a monthly publication of the
Mt. AIRY VHF RADIO CLUB, INC. i Abington, PA.

We operate on a .PDF exchange basis with other non-commercial
publications. Anything that is printed in CHEESE BITS may be
reprinted in a not for profit publication, unless stated otherwise,
provided proper credit is given. Deadline for articles and swap-shop
is the monthly meeting date. Non-commercial swap-shop items free
of charge.

Pack Rat Web Site : http://www.packratvhf.com
SUBSCRIPTION/ADVERTISING MANAGER :

Bob Fischer, W2SJ 23 Morning Glory Circle, Mullica Hill, NJ 08062
(609) 440-2916 bobw2sj@gmail.com

EDITOR:
Lenny Wintfeld W2BVH 709 Lincoln Av.,
(908)-272-0559 lennyw@comcast.net

Cranford NJ 07016

CLUB TREASURER:
Dave Mascaro, W3KM 1603 Mink Road Ottsville, PA 18942
(215)-795-2648 w3km@verizon.net

TRUSTEE OF CLUB CALL - W3CCX
Mike Gullo WB2RVX
(609)743-6643MGullo3@comcast.net

PACKRAT 222 MHz REPEATER - W3CCX/R
222.98/224.58 MHz (PL 136.5) Hilltown, PA

OFFICERS 2016-2017

PRESIDENT K3TUF, Phil Theis phil@k3tuf.com

VICE PRES: KA3WXV George Altemus ka3wxv@yahoo.com
CORR. SEC: WA3EHD Jim Antonacci  jjantonacci@verizon.net

SEC: KB1JEY Michael Davis  kbljey@arrl.net
TREAS: W3KM Dave Mascaro w3km@verizon.net
DIRECTORS:

KB3MTW Michelle London

W3SZ Roger Rehr

W2SJ Bob Fisher

WAS3DRC Ed Finn

Honorary Director W3GAD Doc Whitticar

mal6l@comcast.net
w3sz73@gmail.com
bobw2sj@gmail.com
edfinnl1@gmail.com
w3gad@arrl.net

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
January Contest

Bill K3EGE billk3ege@gmail.com
Bob W2SJ bobw2sj@gmail.com
Phil K3TUF phil@k3tuf.com

Rick K1DS ricklds@hotmail.com
CoChairs

George ka3wxv@yahoo.com
Michael kbljey@arrl.net

June Contest:
VHF Conference:

Awards Chairman
Quartermaster:
Membership Chairmen:

Joe WA3SRU wa3sru@verizon.net
Bert K3IUV bsoltoff@comcast.net
Rick K1DS ricklds@hotmail.com
Griff NE3I signalnaut@aol.com

Jim WA3EHD jjantonacci@verizon.net

PACKRAT BEACONS - W3CCX/B

FM29jw Philadelphia, PA

50.080 144.300 222.062 432.290 903.072 1296.264 2304.043
3456.200 5760.195 10,368.034 MHz (as of 1/17, red = off the air)

MONDAY / TUESDAY NIGHT NETS

VHF/UHE Monday:

TIME EREQUENCY NET CONTROL

7:30 PM 50.145 MHz N3RG FM29ki Ray

8:00 PM  144.150 MHz K3GNC FN20ja Jerome
8:30 PM  222.125 MHz KB1JEY FN20je Michael
8:30 PM  224.58R MHz W3GXB FN20jm Bob

9:00 PM  432.110 MHz
Microwave Tuesday:
7:30 Coordinate QSOb6s on 144.
l'ike to work. Al so set upPacétEhan t
Page W3SZ.COM

Visit the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club at: www.packratvhf.com or
WWW.W3CCX.com

WB2RVX FM29mt Mike
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stresses on the organizers in
going to a new venue, but lack
communications is a real

disappointment. We'll have a
talk while webo

Our next major event is the Ju
Contest and everything seems
be falling into place. We are
looking forward to a new effort
on EME over the Saturday nig
time frame.

As my time in the role of
President comes to a close, I'd
like to thank you all for the support and fun you have
provided to me in this ride we call Amateur Radio and m
specifically, VHF and Microwave weak signal work. It is
fun, and the fun is only beginning as our focus and inter
are just getting more and more intense as new ways to
the hobby come our way. | will continue to be active in tl
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club and in my full time job as a Radio Hobbyist. There

re

many new adventures to experience. | am really interesfed

freeing the club trailer from it's storage job and allow it t
used as the fantastic operating trailer that we have
transformed it into. | will also be focusing on the 2019 V
Super Conference; we had our first planning meeting at
SE VHF Conference. Stay tuned.

So until next time, lets work on lots of bands.

Phil, K3TUF
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April Meeting: ARRL Night +
Awards Presentations

PACKRAT OF THE YEAR
Roger Rehr, W3SZ
2017 ARRL JANUARY VHF SS SINGLE OPERATOR HIGH POWER

FIRST PLACE
Dave Petke, KIRZ, SCORE 201,684 POINTS

2017 ARRL JANUARY VHF SS SINGLE OPERATOR HIGH POWER
SECOND PLACE
Phil Theis, K3TUF, SCORE 157,505 POINTS

2017 ARRL JANUARY VHF SS SINGLE OPERATOR LOW POWER
FIRST PLACE
Phil Miguelez, WA3SNUF, SCORE 90,902 POINTS

2017 ARRL JANUARY VHF SS SINGLE OPERATOR LOW POWER
SECOND PLACE
Ray Golley, N3RG, SCORE 90,200 POINTS

2017 ARRL JANUARY VHF SS MULTI OPERATOR

FIRST PLACE

Len Martin, N3NGE with K3EGE, K9PW, KB2AYU, N3EXA and NE3I
SCORE 441,350 POINTS

2017 ARRL JANUARY VHF SS ROVER
FIRST PLACE
Rick Rosen, K1DS/R, SCORE 76,373 POINTS

2017 ARRL JANUARY VHF SS
MOST IMPROVED STATION & SCORE
Lenny Wintfeld, W2BVH (25,992 / 10,730)

Presentation by Dan Henderson, N1ND, ARRL
Regulatory Information Manager

{215) 672

Young if
Spirit anc
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é. ARRL & Awards cont dd (Tnx K3JJZ for Pix)

Newest Packrat Stephanie, WX3K. WELCOME!!
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