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 It's hard to believe how 

fast the summer is flying by. 

Here it is August and the 

ARRL UHF Contest is upon 

us.   I want everyone to at least 

get on some time this weekend 

and make some UHF and above noise.   There will 

be folks on from 222 on up through 24GHz around 

here.  The Contest runs from 2 PM on Saturday until 

the same time on Sunday.  I know of at least three of 

our rovers who will be out and about both on 

Saturday and Sunday.   This is now also a club 

event, so we want as many logs as possible.  Most of 

the action will originate from either 222.100 or 

432.100 but some rovers will use their usual liaison 

frequency of 144.260.  FM works as well with either 

223.500 or 446.000 being the place to be.  

 

 Seems as though this is the time that my 5 

and 10GHz signals seem to fade away, so this week 

I climbed the tower to see what was up.   Now some 

of you may be saying, I remember last year that you 

went up on the tower to install a piece of 2 mil 

teflon to keep the feeds dry; and you would be right.  

But I didn't learn a lesson.  Keeping water out of the 

feeds on my one meter offset dish is the largest 

maintenance challenge I have.   There was so much 

water that I exhausted the air can I took up with me 

and the water was still gurgling in the feed.   That 

sure puts a damper on the signals.  When the contest 

is over I will be lowering the whole feed arm and 

attempting to invoke a permanent solution to the 

tattered radome situation on both my 5 and 10 GHz 

feeds.  I will be on from 222 to 3456 plus 24192 this 

weekend.   If you are nearby and can get through the 

watered feed, then we can attempt 5760 and 10368 

as well. 

 

 Two more major events in the month of 

August: first and foremost the Packrat Picnic will be 

held once again at the QTH of N3ITT.  Al and Carol 

have refurbished their pool and will have the meat 

ready to cook on Saturday the 16.  Let Al know 

what side dish you can bring and come join the fun. 

Some are going to be on 10GHz and up that same 

day starting early in the morning.   It's when many 

operators go to high places and try to work on 

10GHz and above.  With liaison on 144 SSB many 

operators will be available to attempt on those  high 

bands.  This is the first of two weekends for the 

ARRL event, the second one being in September. 

 

 Two more major events will  grace us in 

September, the ARRL September VHF Contest and 

the Annual Mid Atlantic VHF Conference that the 

Packrats host in Bensalem.  Make sure your 

equipment is working for the September event; it's a 

great time to shake things out for the January VHF 

Contest while there is still time to effect repairs 

during the comfortable fall months.   It's even a 

great time to add that new band you've been waiting 

to construct.  And now is the time to register for the 

Conference. Of the registrants to date half are not 

from the club.  We certainly love our out of town 

visitors, but we want all of you locals to get 

registered and come to the Conference.  Register 

today! 

 If you like contesting this is a great time of 

PREZ 

    SEZ: 
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the year.  Now that Iôve talked 

about the August and September 

events, October brings not only 

the Sprints, but also the CQ WW 

events as well.  In November we 

have Sweepstakes along with 

another CW WW CW Contest.  

December brings both the ARRL 

10 meter and the 160 meter 

Contests.   For the EME fans we 

have Contest activity in October, 

November and December so there's something for 

everyone.   

 

 Don't forget to use the CW contests to sharpen your 

code skills in anticipation of the VHF weak signal operation.  

Good CW skills can be used to improve your score. 

 

 The second half of the year is well under way, and 

we have lots of ways to enjoy it. 

  

Lets work on lots of bands, 

 

Phil, K3TUF 
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The 2014 ARRL Centennial 
Convention  

 

 Many club members attended and spoke at 
the ARRL Centennial Convention, held in Hartford 
at the Convention Center on July 17-19, 2014. 
There were over 2,000 hams that attended, and the 
convention hall was filled with exhibitors. A few 
folks arrived on Wednesday evening to be there 
first thing Thursday morning to attend various 
forums. Phil K3TUF and Michael KB1JEY both 
attended ñContest University .ò I hope they share 
some of their pearls of contesting that we all can 
use on VHF and up. I arrived Thursday afternoon, 
and after checking into the adjacent Marriott hotel, 
headed to the convention registration booth and 
exhibit hall. Six VHF clubs shared the expenses of 
a double-sized carpeted booth with electricity.  
Thanks to Michael, we had comfortable chairs, while Mark, K1MAP brought a flat screen monitor. Paul, 
W1GHZ brought a 10GHz radio and dish, and Mark had his portable 10GHz rig/horn. With this 
equipment, Paul and Mark demonstrated 3 centimeter communications live. We also had a collection of 
pictures and videos of VHF, UHF and microwave rigs and their operation. These were contributed by 
members of the N.E.W.S. and the Packrats. The videos played continuously on the flat screen during 
the exhibitor hours. Packrat members attending included Al K3WGR, Jon W2MC, Phil K3TUF, Rick 
K1DS, Michael KB1JEY, Joe K1JT, Doc W3GAD, George N2CG, Tom KA3FQS, John K3MD, and 
Steve W1SMS. 
 
 Thursday eveningôs special reception for ARRL 
major donors was held at the ARRL Headquarters in 
Newington. Both Phil K3TUF and Al K3WGR were 
honored invitees, and I went as Philôs guest. It was a 
delightful evening with a light dinner and open bar, 
served al fresco on the tented lawn. The HQ building 
was open to use the facilities, and they had a small but 
neat display of some classic vintage radios, including 
the ARC5ôs in their racks with dynamotors, a set of 
three Benton Harbor lunchboxes: Tener, Sixer and 
Twoer (http://www.heathkit-museum.com/ham/hvmhw-
19-29-30.shtml), and some of the Gooney box 2m sets 
with the magic eye tube. Toward the latter part of the 
evening, we all gathered in front of the HQ building, 
where there was a brief thanks to the donors from Kay Craigie N3KN and Dave Sumner K1ZZ.  Three 
large granite markers were then revealed with the names of many of the major donors for the second 
century campaign who have given between $10,000 and $1,000,000 toward the preservation of the 
ARRL and amateur radio for the next 100 years. I was convinced to make my own modest donation, 
and there were pledge cards at the banquet the following evening to begin to ñpay forwardò for the next 
century of ARRL. 
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 Friday was a full day of presentation. Phil gave a 
comprehensive talk and slide show regarding tower 
safety and rescue. My topic was, ñVHF Rovers, Past, 
Present and Future.ò  I showed slides of early rovers, 
the usual suspects and the newest and most unusual 
rovers. Some had crank-up towers on trailers; others 
had dishes and EME arrays. When attendees were not 
at some of the 60 or so seminars, they were busy 
winding their way through the exhibitor spaces. Michael 
and I made a few trips to the ñflea marketò area of the 
exhibit hall and found some worthwhile bargains. The 
ARRL Lab was being cleaned out, and most of the 
items were being sold at almost ñgive-awayò prices to 
get the stuff a new home. I picked up another 

microwave power meter, several ammeters that measure DC to 50 amps, and a nice baggie full of 
microwave connectors, including some swept SMA connectors. Michael was equally happy with a 
similar collection of goodies. There were also some calibrated attenuators that we added to our stock. 
 
 Friday evening was the banquet with almost 
1,000 attendees. Not only was it a delicious meal, 
the program was excellent. We saw vintage 
pictures of many of the hams who were on the air 
in the 40ôs, 50ôs and 60ôs. There were welcoming 
speeches from Kay Craigie and Dave Sumner. 
There were multiple presentations to the ARRL 
from various radio societies around the globe. The 
keynote speaker was Craig Fugate KK4INZ 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Administrator. He spoke fondly of the amateur radio 
service and our capabilities to be organized and 
provide communications assistance when needed. 
Each attendee also received an etched glass with 
the ARRL Centennial logo. One of these will be 
auctioned off at the Mid-Atlantic States VHF 
conference at the end of September. 
 
 Despite feeling a bit tired, I had made a reservation to attend the ñmidnightò (actually 10PM) 
ARRL Wouff Hong Ceremony. All that I can relate is that it was impressive, entertaining, educational, 
and now a part of my 55 year ham radio career. I am officially a member of the Royal Order of the 
Wouff Hong. 
 
 Saturdayôs schedule was similar, with multiple seminars and the exhibitor area sales and 
information booths. We had a continual flow of visitors at our booth and gave out many flyers for the 
Mid Atlantic VHF Conference while the N.E.W.S. folks sold several more of their conference 
proceedings discs. We encouraged all visitors to be active on VHF, and for those in the area to try and 
check in to the nets. During the days of the convention there were almost continuous shuttles to the 
ARRL HQ and station for tours. At noon, Joe Taylor K1JT made his presentation to hundreds of 
attendees in the main ballroom. His focus was on the efficient use of the amateur radio spectrum and 
the many tools that we now have at our disposal (thanks to his efforts). He focused on the digital 
modes for both HF, VHF and microwave and how their use has enhanced communication ability, 
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experimentation and propagation prediction. Joe received a medal from the ARRL for his 
contributions. With a few of the club members on hand, we managed to snap a picture of the folks 
assembled. 
 
 For my finale, I went to hear Gordon West WB6NOA speaking on VHF/UHF tropo 
propagation. He had a nice set of pictures of the VHF gear on the island of Hawaii up at high altitude, 
as well as demonstrative satellite pictures and Hepburn forecasts. There were plenty of audio clips 
played to supplement his talk about the ducting between the west coast of the US and Hawaii. It was 
a fitting ending to an excellent convention. Having met many of my friends from New England and 
doing various VHF activities, I returned home with a bagful of goodies and great memories.   73, 
Rick, K1DS  
 


