AND AWAY WE GO (Cont. from page 4)
Fortunately, we arrived a day early to shoot some promotional films
outside the Senator’s home. When we arrived, I was awed by the most
fantastic antenna system I have ever seen on a ham shack. One of
Barry’s aides saw me gawking at the antenna and asked me if I was a ham.
When I informed him I was, he told me the Senator was in his shack and
would probably want to see me.
A few moments later I had that pleasure and before I knew it, I was
in the shack and operating the rig. The end result was we spent
almost a whole day of pleasure and work and wound up with an
exclusive show that was shown on two networks throughout the entire
country.
Just recently I was to go on an archeological expedition to Libya.
This was to be followed concurrently with a trip to Monaco to do a
show with Princess Grace. I was looking forward to both trips and had
planned to make use of hamming in both places. In the half square mile
that comprises Monaco there are 18 hams.
Then the bottom dropped out. Libya would not permit sound gear to
enter the country and less than 24 hours before leaving for Monaco,
Princess Grace canceled out on us.
Well you can’t win them all, but two weeks later we were winging our
way to Tokyo and a trip to Viet Nam with Governor Scranton of
Pennsylvania.
As you may have gathered by now we do meet some interesting people
and see some interesting places. Those of you who do travel know
that customs and visas do present somewhat of a problem. Ours is
even a greater problem considering we have to cart along about 15
cases of equipment – and we do fly almost everywhere we go.
The Japanese pride themselves on their service. Normally this is
great but if you ever fly on their airline don’t try to get any sleep.
Modern Japan has solved a lot of problems we are still working on.
They have high speed trains and eliminate smog by using propane in
their cabs and automobiles.
VHF hamming is very popular in Japan.
them.

They buy CB rigs and convert

Believe it or not transistor devices can be purchased here as
reasonably as there.
We flew from Tokyo to Saigon, and here the atmosphere changed.
Saigon is now the world’s busiest airport. There is a landing or
takeoff every 57 seconds, twenty-four hours a day.
The military is in evidence everywhere and regulations are quite
strict. Civilians are quite wary of one another and Americans are
under an 8 P.M curfew.
We were fortunate in being under State Department orders and having
all our travel arrangements made by them.
Two conditions exist in Viet Nam. Either dust or mud.
monsoon season – we drew the latter.

Being the

Health conditions are not too good. We were not permitted to drink
the water or eat any food that you could not peel.
Flying over Viet Cong held territory in an armed helicopter at
treetop level proved to be quite an experience as did an assault landing in a C-1123 called the white whale. We got in and got out on a 1900
foot runway and I am told the crate normally needs a 3000 foot runway.
Well, any landing you can walk away from is a good landing.
Have you ever landed on an aircraft carrier?
until you are catapulted off the same deck.
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I have heard of fast getaways but that was ridiculous – 0-100 knots in
2½ seconds. Maybe that doesn’t clear the sinuses.
The aircraft carrier had a beautiful ham shack, only it was under
lock and key. Reason being that we were sailing right up the Tonkin Gulf
off the coast of Red China.
One of the days we had lunch as the guests of the provincial
governors. Quite a treat too, with the best of everything. – their
style that is. We started with frogs legs, only they forgot to
remove the frogs. The main course had us stopped. It turned out
we were eating monkey meat. After the meal we were served native
cigarettes. Quite an experience.
Back in Saigon meanwhile, they blew up a tank truck two blocks from
our hotel. The natives were also a little restless with their
demonstrations around our Embassy. I did get to meet our Ambassador,
Henry Cabot Lodge, and was also glad to leave Viet Nam the same day.
When you are just half way around the world under those conditions,
it is great to get home.
It is nice to visit some of the places you chance to work on the
airways, but trouble is we pass through places we would like to
stay and stay in places we would like to pass through.
One nice thing though, I get paid for doing it.
If you ever hear a CQ from K3MEH portable over Slobovia, please
give me a shout.
73’s
CHARLIE

EXCERPT FROM A LETER DATED JULY 18 FROM W5NFD, GEORGE
I went up to WA5FJN, a sea captain, to see if I could get his NBFM
adapter working. In two weeks we will be pulling out for Viet Nam.
He is taking his 6 meter gear with him. He is running the limit
on Side band and also hopes to be on NBFM if I can get it working. I
traded him the unit for a TTY.
The band has been open at times but nothing like it was two weeks ago
and before. I had a schedule with WA3EPR from Greenbery, Pa. He
said that he has heard you and knows many of the Pack Rats. The band
has been open to the West Coast as you know as well as to New England;
also, for the past few Sundays Rusty from Mexico City has been
booming up here. It was very good, so good that I could come home from
lunch and work anything from Wisconsin to Pa. and in the evenings
from Pa. to Colorado and Arizona.
As you know I went west for vacation and spent some time with K6IBY.
He is running 750W on SB and also has the 30’ long john antenna. Yes
I finally got it up and it works like a charm. I will change the
match when I get a chance. I will go to a T match and VHF Handbook
balun. I have all the dead men in for the tower but I have to splice
on a section of RG 17 to get the tower all the way up. I want to
get a co-ax relay to mount up in the tower for the 2M and 220. I will
be using J beams for 144 and 220 MC.
73’s for now and hope to see you real soon.
George
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MEETING DATES

SWAP AND SHOPPE
Conducted by:

W3ZRR, Ray Whitehead
4534 N. Smedley St.
Phila., PA 19140
215-DA. 4-5910

FOR SALE: Tapetone converter 136 mhz
to 28 mhz. Calibration
spread for satellite
tracking signals when used
with 10 meter bandspread
on communications receiver.
Factory reconditioned,
less power supply. $75.00
Navy RAK-7 Low Frequency
(15-600khz) receiver, very
good condition. $65.
Also RAK-8, like new, $89.
Both less power supply.
WANTED:
CONTACT:

GENERAL

Sept. 14
Oct. 12

Aug. 17
Sept. 21
Oct. 19
**********

General meetings are held on the
third Wednesday of each month at
8:00 P.M., when possible,
at the West Oak Lane Jewish
Community Center, Sedgwick &
Thouron Streets, Mt. Airy,
Phila., PA. Exceptions:
July, August & September, Then
at designated locations.
*************

NEW MEMBER
Power supply unit 20131 for K3MXM, Lee A. Cohen, XYL. Peggy
RAK-7 and RAK-8 Receivers. 8242 Brookside Road

Ed Braddock, W3BAY
P.O. Box 305
Haddonfield, N.J. 08033
(609) 429-0087

FOR SALE: 1900 V 200 mill transf.
2 ufd. 4 KV capac.
RDZ power supply 175W
mod transf. Pierson KE93 Mobile or fixed
receiver. One box
assorted tubes containing
4X150, 4X250, RK65, 4D32, 829B, 6146, etc.
some sockets.
CONTACT:

DIRECTORS

Phila., PA. 19117
215- Me. 5-4942
************
DROPPED FROM THE ROLLS
K3CHN, Seymour Rosen
K3EMA, Peter Deconter
K3IUZ, John Hannes
K3LOM, Harry Brandt
K3RCV, Jack Doyle

Myles, W3ZTL
DA9-8264

FOR SALE: HQ-110 with clock. Looks
new, A one condition.
SX130 with two speakers.
One speaker 24 hour clock
never used. $350
CONTACT:

W3DJV, Fred Kremer
6649 N. Opal Street
Phila. 19138
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